Island on Bird Street
By Uri Orlev

Alex — Jewish boy hiding in a Polish ghetto during World War IT

Alex’s Father — Worked in a rope factory in the ghetto; promised to escape from the
Germans and come back to the ghetto

Alex’s mother — Alex’s mother; transported to Germany while visiting another ghetto
Gryns Family — another Polish family that constructed a bunker with Alex’s family;
refused to share food with Alex when everyone in the ghetto was deported to
concentration camps; Mietak-father; Tsippora, Avrom, Yossi - children

Old Boruch — friend of Alex’s father; storeroom manager at rope factory; lost his life
helping Alex escape the Germans

Martha & parents — another family hiding in the ghetto; stole food Alex had found,
Martha is an 8 or 9 year old girl

Stashya — a girl living outside the ghetto that Alex watches through his vent; he can see
her studying in her room; they become friends when he sneaks out of the ghetto
Yanek — a bully that Alex watches through his vent

Aunt Kristina - Yanek’s aunt

Dr. Stanislaw Polawski — A doctor that lives in the same building as Stashya
Helinka — the doctor’s wife

Bolek — A doorman who is a member of the Polish underground; Alex first met him
when he was searching the ghetto for supplies; later Bolek helps Henryk escape
Freddy — Jew trying to join the ghetto uprising that hide with Alex

Henryk — Jew trying to join the ghetto uprising that hides with Alex; wounded arm;
treated by Dr. Polawski

Snow — Alex’s pet mouse

78 Bird Street — Alex’s hiding place; bombed house at the edge of the ghetto that once
had 6 floors

32 Bakers Street — location of the secret passage out of the ghetto

1. What happened to Alex’s mother?
a. She got sick and died because there was no medicine in the ghetto.
b. She went to visit friends in another ghetto and never returned.
c. She was sent to prison for hording food.

2. What does Alex’s father teach him to do during their nights together in the

ghetto?

a. Weave baskets out of rope.
b. Speak German.
c. Fire a gun.

3. What does Old Boruch keep in his shoe?

a. Money
b. Khnife.
c. Gold.

4. Why didn’t Alex ever take Snow with him when he stayed with Old Boruch in the
storeroom?



a. He was afraid someone would hear Snow squeaking.
b. Old Boruch was allergic to mice.
¢. Old Boruch was afraid of mice.
5. Where does Alex hide all day while his father is working at the factory?
a. In apassage in the attic.
b. The ceiling hideout or the underground bunker.
c. Between the walls.
6. Where did Alex’s mother want to move to before the war started?
a. United States
b. Australia
¢. Palestine
Where did Old Boruch, Alex and his father hide when the Germans raided the
factory?
a. In anunderground bunker.
b. Under piles of rope.
c. Inacloset.
8. What did the policeman see Alex’s father slip into his pocket?
a. agun
b. pliers
c. food
9. What did Alex’s father give to Old Boruch so the Germans wouldn’t find it?
a. His gun.
b. The pliers
c. His money
10. Where did Boruch tell Alex to hide when he ran from the Germans?
a. Inthe underground bunker at their house.
b. In the storeroom at the rope factory.
¢. In the cellar of the ruined house at 78 Bird Street
11. What was in the knapsack Boruch gave Alex?
a. Flashlight, water and food.
b. Candles, water and food.
c. Water, food and money.
12. What had caused the damage to the house at 78 Bird St.?
a. The Germans destroyed it looking for Jews.
b. A bombing.
c. It was partially torn down when the wall was built.
13. What games did the children play at 78 Bird St.?
a. Soccer
b. War and Hide-n-Seek
c. Baseball
14. Why did all the birds land on the 4™ floor of the ruined house?
a. There was shelter for building nests.
b. There was water dripping from the pipes.
c. There was food left there.
15. Which ghetto did Alex’s family live in?
a A



b. B
¢ C
16. Why did Alex’s parents decide to make a bunker and hide him?
a. He kept wandering in the streets while they were at work.
b. Looters were coming through while they were at the factory.
c. The factory workers were no longer allowed to have children.
17. Why did Alex want to go back to his house after his first night alone?
a. He wanted to get food.
b. He was hoping the Gryn family would help him.
c. He wanted to get Snow.
18. What happened to the food Alex’s father had hidden in their house?
a. The Germans took it.
b. Looters took it.
c¢. The Gryn family took it.
19. What food did the Gryns finally agree to share with Alex?
a. Evaporated milk, jam and crackers
b. Potatoes, flour and sugar.
c. Canned sardines and salt eggs.
20. Why did Alex decide not to stay in the bunker with the Gryn family?
a. He didn’t think they would share the food with him.
b. There wasn’t enough room for him.
c. He was supposed to wait for his father at 78 Bird St.
21. What does Alex decide are the two most important things he needs to look for in
the empty houses?
a. Water and clothes
b. Candles and food
¢. Money and food
22. How was Snow able to help Alex?
a. Snow scared away the birds that were drinking all the water.
b. Snow kept the other mice out of Alex’s food supplies.
¢. Snow food hidden in the ghetto.
23. What happened to the food Snow found for Alex?
a. Another family found him eating it and took it from him.
b. Alex gave most of it to the Gryn family.
c. Alex had to leave it behind when he heard the Germans coming.
24. How did Alex get Martha’s father to give him some of the food?
a. He paid them for the food.
b. He threatened to shout.
c. He followed the family.
25. How did Alex rescue Martha?
a. He let her stay in his hideout when her parents were deported.
b. He fired a gun at the man who was dragging her away.
c. He hid her in the bunker when the Germans were coming.
26. What happened to the Gryn family?
a. They went to hide in the country.
b. Their hiding place was discovered by the Germans.



c. They got fake papers to pass as non-Jews.
27. What did two looters get into a deadly fight over?
a. A box of jewels.
b. A stash of food.
c. Afur coat.
28. What materials did Alex use to make his ladder?
a. Pieces of metal and rope.
b. Piece of wood and rope.
c. Vines and wood.
29. Which floor was Alex’s hideout on?
a. 2
b. 3"
c. 4™
30. What was the name of the place where Alex stored his supplies and slept?
a. cupboard
b. larder
c. closet
31. What did Alex decide to use to pull his ladder up and down?
a. Vines
b. Electric wires.
c. Rope
32. Why did the police come and dig in the cellar shortly after Alex moved his hiding
place?
a. They had a tip Alex was hiding in the cellar.
b. They were looking for hidden jewelry.
¢. There were people hiding in a bunker under the cellar floor.
33. Which food that he hadn’t eaten in a long time did Alex find in the bunker?
a. chocolate
b. vegetables (carrots)
c. meat
34. What was Alex able to do in the bunker before the Germans blew it up?
a. Cook a hot meal.
b. Sleep in a real bed.
c. Use a flush toilet and take a shower.
35. Besides reading how else did Alex pass the time?
a. Playing solitaire
b. Praying
c. Watching people
36. Who lived on the floor below Stashya?
a. Yanek, the bully
b. The doctor
c. Bolek
37. How did Alex save Freddy and Henryk from the German soldier?
a. He distracted the soldier so they could run away.
b. He used his father’s gun to shoot the soldier.
¢. He gave them jewelry to bribe the solider.




38. What were Freddy and Henryk doing when they encountered the German patrol?
a. Looting.
b. Looking for Alex.
c. Going to join the ghetto uprising.
39. What did Freddy steal from the dead German solider?
a. His watch
b. His identity papers.
c. His uniform and gun.
40. What game did Henryk and Alex play to pass the time while Henryk recovered?

a. Checkers
b. Chess
c. Poker

41. What did Alex sneak out of the ghetto for the first time?
a. He wanted to buy some milk.
b. He wanted to find Bolek.
c. He was getting a doctor for Henryk.
42. What did the doctor do for Alex before they left to go see Henryk?
a. He allowed Alex to shower at his house.
b. The doctor cut Alex’s hair.
c. The doctor gave Alex a first aide kit.
43. What did Alex stop to buy on the way to the doctor’s house?
a. Chocolate
b. Eggs
c. Aroll
44. What did the doctor’s wife give Alex to eat?
a. Carrots
b. Apples
¢. Bread
45. What happened to the doctor?
a. He escaped to Switzerland.
b. The Gestapo came and took him away in the night.
c. He was forced to join the German army.
46. How long was Henryk sick?
a. One week.
b. Three weeks.
c. Two months.
47. What did the doorman at the house with the secret passage want from Alex?
a. Money.
b. Food.
c. Cigarettes.
48. What game did Alex join in and play with the boys from outside the ghetto?
a. War.
b. Soccer
c. Baseball
49. How did Alex first meet Stashya?
a. She was visiting the doctor when he went to get help for Henryk.




b. He crashed into when he was running in the street.
c. He stopped the bully from bothering her in the store.
50. What did Bolek and his wife want to do for Alex?
a. Sneak him into the country to live with their relatives.
b. Get fake papers so he could live with them.
c. Move him to a better hide-out in the ghetto.
51. What surprised Bolek about Alex’s appearance?
a. He didn’t look Jewish.
b. His hair was very long and unruly.
c¢. He was sunburned.
52. How would Alex signal Bolek if he needed help?
a. Place a board diagonally across the window.
b. Put a white cloth in the window.
¢. Draw and X with charcoal on the wall.
53. Who helped Freddy and Henryk get into the ghetto?
a. The doctor.
b. Old Boruch
c. Bolek.
54. What is Alex surprised to learn about Stashya?
a. Sheis hiding a Jewish family.
b. She is Jewish
c. Yanek, the bully, is her cousin.
55. What did Alex and Stashya do together?
a. Play soccer.
b. Ice skate.
c. Fishin the pond.
56. Why did Alex decide not to try to sneak out of the ghetto again?
a. The doorman raised his prices.
b. Yanek, the bully, tried to follow him home.
c. The Germans were stopping people and asking for identification.
57. How did Alex and Stashya communicate?
a. Morse code.
b. Carrier pigeon.
c. They hung colored flags in the windows.
58. Why was Alex not able to leave his hide-out at the end of the book?
a. His ladder broke.
b. Polish families came to live in the ghetto.
c. He hurt his leg and couldn’t climb the ladder.
59. When did Bolek bring Alex a package of goodies?
a. Alex’s birthday
b. Christmas
c¢. New Year’s Eve
60. Why did Stashya come to visit Alex?
a. She wanted to wish him Merry Christmas.
b. Her family was moving to the country.
c. She is bringing him more kerosene.




61. Where did Alex and Stashya agree to meet after the war?
‘a. Ice skating pond
b. 78 Bird Street
c. Jerusalem
62. Why did Alex’s water supply run out?
a. The German’s shut down the water to the building.
b. Bombs destroyed the pipes to the building.
c. The pipes froze in the cold weather.
63. What important item did Alex fear he would run out of?
a. Food
b. Kerosene
c. Money
64. Why were Alex and his family forced to live in the ghetto?
a. They were Jewish.
b. They had fought against the German invasion.
c. Alex’s mother had tuberculosis.
65. How long was Alex hiding before his father came?
a. 6 weeks
b. S months
c. 9 months






